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Stormwater
Management Utility

The City of Atlanta is required by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and
the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) to address water pollution
associated with stormwater runoff in the City. It is a fact that stormwater runoff is a
major contributor of pollutants to the many creeks and rivers in the metro area. In
addition to pollution control requirements, the City faces significant improvements
for flood controls.

The City intends to create a stormwater management utility and establish a
stormwater utility fee to pay for the City’s share of costs for stormwater pollution
prevention and flood control projects. Stormwater related pollution abatement
programs are estimated to cost greater than $300 million in the next few years.

As part of this program the City will initiate programs to monitor stormwater for
pollutants, improve stormwater system maintenance, and provide educational
activities to individuals, businesses and agencies impacting stormwater.

The City must adopt a Stormwater Ordinance establishing standards for keeping
stormwater clean. Best Management Practices (BMPs) for specific areas such as
residential, retail, industrial, and construction activities will be studied, developed,
and implemented. In combination, these programs will reduce stormwater pollution.
These activities support the goal of the City to minimize the pollutants from the City
storm drain system entering the Chattahoochee and Ocmulgee River Basins.

Anticipated Services of the Stormwater Utility include, but are not limited to the
following:

• NPDES Compliance
• Erosion and Sedimentation Control
• Street Sweeping
• Streambank Stabilization
• Water Quality Improvements
• Maintenance of Drainage Infrastructure
• Flooding Mitigation
• Capital Improvements
• Engineering
• Floodplain acquisition

over �

The stormwater utility will provide a dedicated revenue source for stormwater
management.  The stormwater utility will operate similarly to water or sewer charges
which are funded through service fees and administered separately from the general
fund ensuring stable and adequate support for these public services.

To develop the stormwater utility, the City of Atlanta will be implementing the
necessary steps to make certain that the utility is executed by January 2004.
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